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December 23, 2015

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your strong commitment to reducing gun violence and your unwavering
leadership on this critical issue. I write to request your consideration of additional executive
actions to improve transparency and accountability at federal law enforcement agencies related
to firearm safety practices and protocols.

Following the mass shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, you authored a series of executive
actions to address gun violence in the U.S. constituting meaningful steps towards addressing
significant gaps in our existing gun laws. Simultaneously, you called on Congress to act;
however, despite the pleas of Americans from across the political spectrum, including many of
my colleagues, the current environment and intractability of gun violence issues in Congress has
only intensified the ongoing legislative stalemate.

In the last six months, at least two fatal shootings have occurred in the San Francisco Bay area
using stolen federal law enforcement service weapons. The lives of Kathryn Steinle and Antonio
Ramos were tragically cut short in separate incidents by criminals using firearms stolen from the
unattended vehicles of federal law enforcement agents.'? Further, this year there have been
several incidents reported in the media of federal law enforcement officers either having their
service weapons stolen or misplacing them, including by the Capitol Police.”* As recently as this
week, the Washington Post reported that a Secret Service Agent’s service weapon was stolen
from his car.” Unfortunately, these harrowing stories highlight an oversight gap in federal
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regulations through which federal law enforcement agencies are not necessarily required to
safely store and lock their firearms when they are not in use.

[ strongly encourage you to address this troubling issue by issuing executive actions directing all
federal law enforcement agencies to establish protocols and procedures for the securing of
firearms when they are not in use. This commonsense measure would greatly improve federal
agency accountability and protect the lives of law enforcement officers and citizens.

I also request that you expand upon one of your previous executive actions indicating that lost or
stolen firearms from federally licensed gun dealers should be reported to the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF). It is also important to include federal law enforcement
agencies to the list of organizations required to report to ATF. Not only would this enhancement
improve public safety, but information collected from this effort will reinforce potential
directives regarding requirements for the safe and secure storage of firearms by federal law
enforcement officers.

These reforms are simple, reasonable, and will help save lives in California and across the
nation. I sincerely appreciate your continued focus on reducing gun violence in America. I look
forward to working with you on this important issue.

Sincerely
Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress



